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Docket No.: PF307 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Bednarik, Daniel P. 



Application No. : 08/9 1 7,7 1 0 Group Art Unit: 1 647 

Filed: August 26, 1997 Examiner: Wegert, Sandra L. 

For: Soluble Interleukin-1 Receptor Accessory 

Molecule — r\ 

RECEIVED 

jAN 2 1 2003 

REPLY UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.111 

Commissioner for Patents ' 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated October 17, 2002 (Paper No. 20), and in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.111, Applicants hereby request entry and consideration of the 
following amendments and remarks. Applicants submit herewith (a) a Return Receipt 
Postcard, (b) a Fee Transmittal Sheet, and (c) Exhibit A. 



REMARKS 

Rejection o f Claims 20-29. 38. 39. 49-58. and 60-73 Under 35 U.S.C. § 101 

Claims 20-29, 38, 39, 49-58, and 60-73 stand rejected as allegedly lacking either a 
well-established or a specific, substantial, and credible utility. The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

The Office Action (Paper No. 20) states at pages 4-5 that four utilities are asserted in 
the specification for the claimed polynucleotides: (1) to search for drugs which are ligands 
or antagonists of the encoded polypeptide; (2) to produce antibodies; (3) to produce variant 
or chimeric polynucleotides or polypeptides; and (4) to search for the physiological activity 
of the encoded polypeptide or its binding partners. While these allegedly asserted utilities 
will be addressed further below, Applicants first would like to respectfully point out that at 
least one additional utility is asserted in the specification, namely the production of 



